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PCUSA.org gives a summary of the eldership of theharch: “A major contributor to Reformed
theology was John Calvin, who converted from Ror@atholicism after training for the priesthood. In
Geneva, Switzerland, Calvin developed the Presiaytepattern of church government, which vests
governing authority primarily in elected laypersdasown as elders. The worgresbyterian’comes
from the Greek word for elder.

In this issue... “Elders are chosen by the peopleTogether with ministers of the Word and Sacramitaty
exercise leadership... and have responsibilitieshfelife of a particular church as well as the
church at large, including ecumenical relationships
gmssﬁg?]dg;mes"' “The body of elders is called asessionand they are elected by the congregation. In on
Human Services. .. sense, they are representatives of the whole cgatioa. However, their primary charge is to
Network discover and represent the will of Christ as theyegn. Presbyterian elders are both electec
Financial News... andordained... Ministers who serve the congregation are alsogfdtie session.”
Assignements....
Those are the facts. The truth of the matter goesdyond these simple factsThe body of
elders sets the tone for the entire congregatiteyTare the backbone of any Presbyteriar
704.537.5313 (P) church. Ministers come and go, but elders providbikty in times between ministers. Their
;?fbfjg@lggﬁsg?th e commitment to the well-being of t_he church and h@mbers, along With their Christian

' example, sets the standard and builds the streigtiparticular congregation.

Each year, our church, through our Nominating Committee, seeks qualified men and women who desire to sasve
elders. Each person who desires to serve as anreldds to remember three simple words:

SEE: Are you able to see with renewed vision aopehGod'’s will for our church?

SERVE: Are you willing to serve Jesus Christ above ahgls? Are you willing to serve the men, women ahitticen
of Third Presbyterian Church by being active ggrtints in the life and ministry of the church?

SELF-SACRIFICE: Are you willing to sacrifice your time, share yoconvictions, and work with others in a team
environment for the good of the whole church?

For any Presbyterian congregation, electing a newlass of elderds one of the most exciting times of the churchryea
Each new elder brings with her/him a multitude iffisgand experiences that can be beneficial tontbik and ministries of
the church. Watching them grow, seeing them adapd, partnering with them in leadership are amotigsthighest
blessings that any minister of a congregation cgeence.



