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PCUSA.org gives a summary of the eldership of the church:  “A major contributor to Reformed 
theology was John Calvin, who converted from Roman Catholicism after training for the priesthood. In 
Geneva, Switzerland, Calvin developed the Presbyterian pattern of church government, which vests 
governing authority primarily in elected laypersons known as elders. The word ‘presbyterian’ comes 
from the Greek word for elder.  

“Elders are chosen by the people. Together with ministers of the Word and Sacrament, they 
exercise leadership… and have responsibilities for the life of a particular church as well as the 
church at large, including ecumenical relationships.  

“The body of elders is called a session and they are elected by the congregation. In one 
sense, they are representatives of the whole congregation. However, their primary charge is to 
discover and represent the will of Christ as they govern. Presbyterian elders are both elected 
and ordained...  Ministers who serve the congregation are also part of the session.” 

Those are the facts. The truth of the matter goes beyond these simple facts. The body of 
elders sets the tone for the entire congregation. They are the backbone of any Presbyterian 
church. Ministers come and go, but elders provide stability in times between ministers. Their 
commitment to the well-being of the church and her members, along with their Christian 
example, sets the standard and builds the strength of a particular congregation.   

 

Each year, our church, through our Nominating Committee, seeks qualified men and women who desire to serve as 
elders. Each person who desires to serve as an elder needs to remember three simple words:  

    SEE:      Are you able to see with renewed vision and hope God’s will for our church? 

    SERVE: Are you willing to serve Jesus Christ above all things? Are you willing to serve the men, women and children 
 of Third Presbyterian Church by being active participants in the life and ministry of the church?  

    SELF-SACRIFICE : Are you willing to sacrifice your time, share your convictions, and work with others in a team 
 environment for the good of the whole church?  
      
For any Presbyterian congregation, electing a new class of elders is one of the most exciting times of the church year. 
Each new elder brings with her/him a multitude of gifts and experiences that can be beneficial to the work and ministries of 
the church. Watching them grow, seeing them adapt, and partnering with them in leadership are amongst the highest 
blessings that any minister of a congregation can experience.  
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